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Wings of Honneamise: The Royal Space Force 


Scene 1: The Lake shore 


There is about a foot of snow covering the low hills in front of Lake 
Pishibo. A lone figure, a boy about sixteen years old, trudges over the 
crest of a hill and pauses to catch his breath. On the lake in front of him is 
an aircraft carrier. The faint sounds of jets grow louder as we move closer 
to the ship. The deck is alive with the activity of launch personnel. 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


Whether it was for good or bad, I couldn't tell you. 
But, like most people I guess, the province I was born 
in was the one I grew up in. I come from a pretty 
ordinary middle-class family, so I've never known the 
troubles of the rich or the hardships of the poor. And 
to tell you the truth, I really don't think I'd want to. 


On the carrier, a jet fighter is being readied for take-off. A steam 
catapult pulls back to the fighters undercarriage as the pilot secures the 
canopy. 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


When I was a kid, I wanted to be a Navy pilot. 
You had to join the Navy if you wanted to fly jets... 


The deck crew gives the launch signal and the jet screams forward 
on its catapult, taking off into the sky. 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


They were so fast... flew so high... 


The boy watches the plane with a yearning look 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


To soar through the air... I didn't think there could 
be anything better than that. But, two months before 
graduation, I knew my grades weren't going to let me 
do any of that. And so... that's why I joined the Space 
Force... 


Scene 2: Credits (Title: The Royal Space Force) 


Scene 3: Barracks 


The only sound in the room is the tick-tock of a clock's pendulum. 
Shirotsugh, sitting alone in the barracks, sighs. He then raises his head 
towards an odd-looking clock on the wall. He gets up silently and moves 
outside. 


Scene 4: Graveyard 


Shiro has entered a graveyard. Birds circle overhead. Shiro looks off 
into the distance and spots the odd head-dresses of a group having a 
funeral. Gathering his open shirt collar together with his hands, he moves 
off in their direction. 


An old priestess, rubbing two stones together as she chants an 
incomprehensible prayer, kneels in front of a gravestone before the group. 
As Shiro approaches, he misjudges the distance, running out in front of the 
funeral party. He quickly reverses step and jogs around them. At the 
head of the funeral group's line is GENERAL KHAIDENN. He is not amused 


by Shiro's antics. Off to the side, Shiro climbs over a grave stone, knocking 
a smaller, round "head" stone off the top. He quickly replaces it and gets in 
line next to the General, saluting as he does. He stands still a few 
moments, then gives the General a sidelong glance. He knows what's 
coming. 


GENERAL 
I just want to know two things. 
First, what have you been doing till now?! 
Second, why aren't you in dress uniform?! 
SHIROTSUGH 
(In a deliberately over-serious tone) Am I to assume 
from the first question that the General is inquiring 
about my past? 
GENERAL 
(All patience lost) Stop that, damn you! I want to 
know why youre late! Why must you always have to 
play the clown? You don't think this is serious? 
Coming late to your comrade's funeral! 
SHIROTSUGH 
(Same dead serious tone) 


I was taking a nap on the roof and overslept, sir! 


The General whirls towards him 


GENERAL 


A man in your own unit is dead, but you... 
Are you a soldier?! 


The priestess stops chanting and glares at them. 


GENERAL 


All right. Get in line. 


Shirotsugh sidles up the rear of the line until he slips into a space 
between his friends MATTI and NEKKEROUT. 


MATTI 


Yo! 


SHIROTSUGH 


Hi 


NEKKEROUT 


(Softly) What kept you? 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Softly, in a sing-song) 
I just had some stuff to think about. 


NEKKEROUT 


Why aren't you in dress uniform? 


SHIROTSUGH 


Oh, be quiet. I can dress casual if I want to. 


The General glares down the line at them. 


MATTI 
(Low voice) Heh, the General's real broken up 


about this. All that "death of a comrade" and other 
stuff; isn't he the one who killed him? 


SHIROTSUGH 


So it was a test accident. 


MATTI 
Yeah, I hear the police are coming today. They 


think his urine bag sprang a leak during the space suit 
test. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Space suit? What's that? 


MATTI 


You don't know? It's something you have to wear 
in space. They're actually going to launch somebody 
up this time. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Hmmmm? 


MATTI 


Manned artificial satellites. 


SHIROTSUGH 


It's a load of crap. 


MATTI 


Yeah, all those old guys' plans. 
DARIGAN leans over to them, from the left. 
DARIGAN 


They're not giving up though. 
I hear the next streng ... 


They're all interrupted by the the priestess's clapping her two 


prayer stones together, signaling the the ceremony's end. The tall, 
middle-aged Space Force TRAINER clears his throat. 


TRAINER 


(Ahem) Space Force anthem, pre-pare! 


They all stand at attention, all (except for Shiro) drawing large 
ceremonial daggers from scabbards and holding them upright. At the end 
of the line, MAJAHO draws out an almost synthesized sounding note on an 
odd looking accordion. 


TRAINER 


Space Force! Anthem! In unison! 
All sing as the priestess moves off. 


SPACE FORCE ANTHEM 


"Riding high the solar winds, 
We spread our wings to fly. 
In the darkness of the galaxy, 
To a destination unknown. 
The hour of decision draws ever near. 
Ahh-Ahh-Ahhh....." 


FADE OUT 


Scene 5: Roof of HQ 


While workmen in the street below raise a neon sign, the Space Force 
personnel practice knife fighting with wooden training’ knives. 
Conspicuously absent from the action are Shiro and Matti, who are loafing 
on the sidelines. Shiro reaches into his tunic and draws out two rolls, 
giving one to Matti. 


SHIROTSUGH 


They just dropped some bread off at Majaho's place. 
Big box of it. 


Shiro spreads his arms wide to demonstrate just how huge the box 
was. Matti looks at his roll, then hands it back to Shiro. 


MATTI 


Why bread? 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Already chewing his roll as he takes back the other) 
Cause his family owns a bakery where he lives. 


Shiro holds up the other roll in his hand, studying it. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Bread, huh? Mmm, yeah. A bakery'd be nice. 
Think they'd hire me? 


MATTI 
Not me, man. 


Probably couldn't get another job on the outside. 


He sits up and watches the others practice. 


MATTI 


e 
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At least we get enough te eat bef. 


Shiro lies on his back, roll on his chest. He looks at it. 


SHIROTSUGH 


We get hungry because we live. 
We eat to keep on living. 


He settles back for a nap, closing his eyes. As he does so, the tip of a 
wooden cane appears from the side of the frame, hovering menacingly 
above his head. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Softly) I don't wanna die here. 


The cane knocks him in the head. 


SHIROTSUGH 


OW! 


Shiro looks up to see the Trainer towering over him. 
TRAINER 


Lots of free time, eh Shiro? I didn't realize. 
Your job here must be to take naps! 


Shiro backs up against the wall, very scared. He glances over 
towards Matti, who is currently doing push-ups. The Trainer takes a small, 


solid, metal cylinder out of a pocket in his tunic. 


TRAINER 


You know what this is? A one deem coin. With it, 
you can buy a loaf of bread or a bottle of oil. But they 
say that Khozel the bandit would kill a man for one of 
these. So if you think about it, it's quite a lot. 


He tosses the coin down at Shiro. 


TRAINER 


Overtime pay. This advance from me should make 
you weep with gratitude. 


The Trainer puts the tip of his cane on Shiro's head and begins 
pushing him down on his back. 
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TRAINER 


And now from you I want 300 push-ups. 
And after that I want 500 sit-ups! 


He pokes Shiro in the stomach and walks off, pausing only to kick 
Matti. He then leaves. 


Scene 6: The City at Dusk 

The citizenry move about on their business. An old man goes about 
lighting street lamps while a street vendor stands by his cart, pulling the 
lever of a steam whistle and calling out. 

The Space Force is relaxing in a small bar. Some drink, others 
carouse with the ladies in the bar. The radio is on, and two comedians on 


it are doing a routine. A model train runs the perimeter of the entire 


room. 
At a table in the corner sit Matti, Nekkerout, Shiro, DOMORHOT, and 


TCHALLICHAMMI playing a strange combination card/board game. 


DOMORHOT 


(To Shiro) Why'd you come in uniform? 


SHIROTSUGH 


Couldn't help it. With all that extra work I had to 
do, I didn't have time to change. 


TCHALLICHAMMI 


(Fingering Shiro's uniform) 
This is embarrassing. Keep away, you. 
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MATTI 
Have to admit it, though. 
That's the look the makes the ladies smile. 
DOMORHOT 
Any lady who's heard of the Space Force would 


smile. The non-land army that walks on the ground... 
Id smile too if you told me that one. 


As he finishes, he holds up his hand to catch a small bottle the 
bartender has thrown to him. The bartender throws out more bottles 
which are caught by the others. Nekkerout catches one, but misses 
another, which shatters against the wall next to him. The huge YANALAN 
raises his in a toast. 


YANALAN 


To the spaceship, and the man who died for her! 


They knock the tops off the bottles on the edge of the table, drink, 
then throw them into the fireplace at the center of the room. They flare 
brightly as they burn. They then settle back down to their game. 


NEKKEROUT 


You think the old guys are really serious? 
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MATTI 


People wouldn't be getting killed if they were just 
joking around. 


NEKKEROUT 


(As he studies his cards and tosses one out) 
Yeah, but...most people think of manned space 
flight as something of the far future. 


MATTI 


I don't think our force'll last that far into the future. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Tossing out a card) 
I just hope we can all find jobs before it comes to that. 


MATTI 


Well, you can always ask Majaho. 


Matti snatches up the card Shiro has thrown out. 


MATTI 


Hit! Hit! Four, three. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Son of a ...! Ohh, two more down. 


Shiro knocks over two pieces on the board. As they continue to play, 
a couple passes by. 


WOMAN 


...yeah, I'm sure. (Laughs, then notices Shiro's uniform) 
Strange uniform he's wearing, isn't it? 


MAN 


(As he opens the door toleave) Space Force. 


They walk outside, but the woman can still be heard. 


WOMAN 


Space Force? 
What, are they going to attack some space men? 


She walks off, laughing.  Shiro and Tchalli glare at the door where 
they stood. 


TCHALLICHAMMI 


(To Shiro) Well, Commander? 


SHIROTSUGH 
(As he tosses out another card) Knock it off! 
You're a Major for God's sake! 
MATTI 
(Scooping up the card) 
HA-HA! Two, three, zero, one, two! 
SHIROTSUGH 
No fair! What do you just keep hitting me for, Matti? 

Oh, I give up. 

MATTI 


(Grinning and holding his cards in a fan) 
Simmer down. The night's just getting started, eh? 


Scene 7: Matti's Car 


The nine rather drunk Space Forcers are riding a car designed to hold 
three at most. They speed along the main street, racing a trolley and 
calling to a bemused girl riding it. As they speed along, Yanalan keeps 
Shiro from falling off the the car. 


MAJAHO 


Hey, cutie! Look over here! Hey! C'mon! Hey! 
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Scene 8: The Pleasure District 


It's a Disneyland of gaudy lights and loud music. A searchlight beam 
sweeps around in the sky above the area.  Prostitutes are everywhere, as 
are whorehouses and other such things. But it's not the run-down red light 
district most people might imagine. It's bright, clean, licensed, and almost 
respectable. Shiro is wandering about, looking tired, when Matti spots him. 


MATTI 


(Waving to him) Come on! 
Shiro spots him and begins to move through the crowd to meet him. 


MATTI 


This way. 


Shiro reaches him. Matti slips an arm over his shoulder as they 
walk. 


MATTI 


And don't worry about the money; I'll spot you this 
time. 


SHIROTSUGH 


I just want to go to sleep. 
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A young, cute prostitute across the street suddenly starts jumping up 
and down and waving. 


PROSTITUTE 


Oh, you came! 


She runs across the street into Matti's arms. 


PROSTITUTE 


Its Ton! It's Ton! 


MATTI 


No, Matti, you mean. Matti! 


PROSTITUTE 


(Hugging him) Matti, Mattimattimatti. 
(Giggles) I'm glad you came. 


MATTI 


(Laughing) Ilike your perfume today. (Inhales deeply) 
Ummm, delicious. 


The prostitute begins pulling at him. 


PROSTITUTE 


C'mon, I called a friend to come today too. Let's go! 
C'mon, c'mon! 


They both move off, leaving Shirotsugh. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Ah, H-hey! You said you'd lend... 
MATTI 
(Laughing, to the girl) A friend, eh? 


PROSTITUTE 


Mimi! Ton's here! 
Shiro watches them, looking upset, then a bit amused. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Hmpf!) And what's all this "Ton" stuff? 


He walks off, chuckling to himself. Looking up to the windows of a 
whorehouse, he sees Majaho closing the curtains on one.  Shiro just laughs 
and moves off, enjoying the girls and sights of the quarter. As he waves to 
a couple of girls who appear to float suspended in a glass bubble of water, 
he hears something which catches his attention. 
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RIQUNNI (Off Screen) 


The day of judgement approaches! 
Shiro turns towards the voice and sees a young woman standing near 


a huge fountain upon which the searchlight seen earlier is mounted. She 
looks about 17, and is distributing religious tracts amid the pleasure 


seekers. Not surprisingly, most only ignore her. 


RIQUNNI 


Those who live in sin will surely be cast into Hell! 


Shiro walks towards her, transfixed by the scene. 


RIQUNNI 


The man who knows the path of righteousness, 
but who doesn't follow it; the man who sins and flees 
responsibility; the man who feels no shame for his 
actions. All of them are evil. 


Shiro reaches her and takes a pamphlet. She makes eye contact with 
him for a moment. 


RIQUNNI 
Thank You. 


She goes back to her preaching as Shiro moves off. He turns to look 
back at her. 
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RIQUNNI 


God is crying for us. Mankind was promised a 
time when we would be plucked from the flames of 
heaven's ovens. The day of final judgement draws 
near. We must all be prepared when that day arrives. 


DISSOLVE TO NEXT SCENE 

Scene 9: Barracks 

Shiro awakens in a bed covered with flowers and a black sash. He 
wakes up quickly as he realizes it's the dead man's bed! He leaps to his 
feet and hurriedly smooths the covers. He looks around, but the place 
seems empty. He suddenly notices the religious tract is stuck to his cheek. 
He peels it off, but it leaves a stained print on his face. 

He goes out into the hall and climbs down a short platform to the 


bathroom. Tchalli is there, washing up. A cat sits next to him, yawning. 
The entire scene is reflected in the mirror. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Oh, it's you. Where're the others? 


TCHALLICHAMMI 


It's a holiday. They haven't come back yet. 


Tchalli picks up the cat and moves to leave. 
As he passes Shiro, he notices the print on his cheek. 


TCHALLICHAMMI 
"Please come?" What, a new whorehouse open up? 


20 


Shiro can't quite get a response out of his mouth 


TCHALLICHAMMI 


(Leaning closer) Ooh, and there's an address too! 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Covering his cheek with his hand) Ahh, knock it off. 


Shiro moves to the mirror and begins to study his face as Tchalli 
leaves the room. Shiro calls back to him. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Hey, I'm borrowing some of your foam. 


TCHALLICHAMMI (Off Screen) 


"Ihe man who has to beg for foam is a man 
doomed to be a beggar." 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Lathering his face and beginning to shave) Hmpf! 


Tchalli leans into the doorway. 
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TCHALLICHAMMI 
Oh, by the way. I really wouldn't keep sleeping in 
the dead guy's bed if I were you. Bad for your health. 


Shiro cuts his cheek. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Ow! (Surveys the damage) ohh... 


Scene 11: Riqunni's house 


A trolley arrives at the end of the line. Shiro gets off and looks 
around. He eventually finds a gate. Checking the address on the tract 
again, he enters the gate. The front garden is overgrown with weeds and 
trees. The area seems cut off from the rest of the world. As he walks up 
to the small house, he notices a five year old child standing in front and 
dragging something on the ground attached to a string.  Shiro approaches 
the child and, with a touch of over-seriousness, bows. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Hello, little guy. You live here? 


The child glares at him silently. Shiro shrugs and walks onto the 
front porch. He glances back at the odd child, then pulls the front bell 


string. Riqunni appears at the door. She looks upset and says nothing. 


SHIROTSUGH 
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SLAM! The door closes. Shiro, annoyed, calls out in a loud voice. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Uhh, excuse me. I came because I saw your pamphlet... 


There's a moment's delay, then out pops Riqunni. She stares at him 
for a moment, seemingly paralyzed, and then finds her voice. 


RIQUNNI 


A...ah...Come in! 


She practically jumps over to him and begins physically dragging 
him inside. 


RIQUNNI 


Come in! Come in! 


She gets him into the doorway and actually pushes him inside. It's a 
small home, the main room containing a dining table with a small kitchen 
at the other end of the room. 


RIQUNNI 
Come in, please! Oh this is great! 


I was about to make some tea. 
Sit down, please! I'm grilling some terish, too. 
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Shiro takes a seat at the table as Riqunni goes over to the stove. She 
begins to cook something which looks like a pie as she looks back at him. 


RIQUNNI 


You were able to find the place all right? 


SHIROTSUGH 


Uh, yeah. Itook the trolley out here. 


RIQUNNI 


My name's Riqunni Nonderaiko. 
Shiro stands up, almost at attention. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Shirotsugh Lhadatt. 


RIQUNNI 


Pleased to meet you, Mr. Lhadatt. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Uh, please...just call me Shirotsugh. 
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RIQUNNI 


Okay, Shirotsugh. This is wonderful; 
actually come. How do you take your muuk? 


someone's 


SHIROTSUGH 
Strong please. Nothing in it. 
At this time, the strange child Shiro met outside has come into the 
It stares at him. Shiro smiles, trying to be friendly. 


room. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Well, boy. How old are you? 


RIQUNNI 


Oh, Manna's a little girl. 
Manna, bring the nice man a plate. 


Riqunni hands her a plate. Manna then crosses the room, picking her 
When she reaches Shiro, she removes her finger 
Shiro is, 


nose with her other hand. 
from her nose and uses the same hand to hand Shiro the plate. 


shall we say, amused. 


SHIROTSUGH 


uh...Thank you... 
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Riqunni gathers the food and tea onto a tray and brings it over to the 
table. | 


RIQUNNI 


Ive never seen Manna take to a stranger so 
quickly before. (Sets the food down) Here we are. 


She begins passing out cups and flatware while Manna climbs onto a 
chair next to Shiro. 


SHIROTSUGH 
(Laughing) I guess I'm the type kids like. 
RIQUNNI 


(Setting a teacup in front of him) 
There you go. Sorry if it's a little overdone. 


SHIROTSUGH 
No,no. It's better when it's a little overcooked. 


Really, it looks delicious. Let's eat! 


He takes a sip of tea, then notices the girls saying grace. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Embarrassed) Uhh, the tea smells really good too... 
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ATER 
The dishes now lie empty on the table. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Ummm, that was good tea. 
But you're right; times really are bad nowadays. 


RIQUNNI 


Adults can no longer judge what's right and wrong. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Exactly! And they aren't bringing kids up right, either. 
The whole world's just screwed up. 


RIQUNNI 
(Pouring more tea) God's finger foretold all of this... 
Oh, by the way. 
SHIROTSUGH 
Yes? 
RIQUNNI 


What's bothering you? 
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SHIROTSUGH 


(embarrassed) 
Yeah, well...There was an accident where I work. 


RIQUNNI 


Oh! 


As Shiro talks, Manna continues to play with the object on the end of 
the string. It finally reveals its true form as it unfolds legs and begins 
crawling across the table. It is a large, rather ugly bug. 


SHIROTSUGH 


And a guy I knew died because of it. 


RIQUNNI 


That's terrible. You must be really upset about it. 


The bug begins to crawl up Shiro's arm. 
Shiro, oblivious to the creature, continues talking. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Yeah, and now I can't seem to eat or do my job or any... 
He finally notices the creature crawling on his shoulder. 
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SHIROTSUGH 


WAGGHH! 


He gives his arm a violent shake, throwing the bug off. It dangles on 
the end of its string while Riqunni takes Shiro's teacup; she seems 
oblivious to what has just happened. 


RIQUNNI 


So, what sort of job do you have? 


SHIROTSUGH 


Uh, ah, well... (In a small, embarrassed voice) 
Have you ever heard of the Space Force? 


RIQUNNI 


I'm sorry, but- 


SHIROTSUGH 


-you've never heard of it. l'm not surprised. 


RIQUNNI 


You're a soldier then? 
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SHIROTSUGH 


No, we don't go to war; 
we're just training to go into space. 


RIQUNNI 


(Her face lighting up) 
Oh, space? You mean to the stars? 


Manna's bug is on the prowl again, but Shiro holds it at bay with the 
sugarbowl as he talks. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Well, not quite that far. 


RIQUNNI 


What a wonderful job you have! 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Surprised, putting the bowl down) Oh? You think so? 


RIQUNNI 


(Nodding her head) MmHmm! I think it's great. To 
be free of the troubles of this world, to go to the 
unspoiled world of the stars... 

Don't you think that would be wonderful? 
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SHIROTSUGH 

(Realizing she's sincere.) Uh, yeah. I guess it would 
be. And you know, we're the only force of our type in 
the world, too. 

RIQUNNI 

I've never had such a wonderful holiday; to think such 

an marvelous person would come and visit me. Do 

you think you can tell me about the stars sometime? 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Nodding, seeing his chance) Sure. It'd be a pleasure. 


RIQUNNI 


Our children will one day live among the stars, in 
peace. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Yeah, and space is so vast...borders'll be meaningless! 


RIQUNNI 


Its fantastic! Soldiers who don't make war. 
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A rocket explodes on screen. 


KHAROCK 


Ka-POW!! 
Shiro enters the room. The narration continues in the background. 


FILM NARRATOR |? 


A typical example of human error may be the 
misreading of some guages, or a disregard for the 
durability of fuel lines which may result in fuel leaks 
and tank pressure abnormalities. Also, there was an 
indicator error in the launch control line which 
resulted in the missetting of the ignition clock. And, in 
one rare instance, both launch support and launch 
control personnel interfered with enginering. These 
are examples of "human error". If that is the case... 


SHIROTSUGH 


Morning! Ah, the morning test films. 


MATTI 


Yeah, and these flicks aren't something to laugh at, 
either. : 


On screen, another rocket explodes. 
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KHAROCK 


Ka-BOOM!! 


MATTI 


Hey, you borrowed my bike last night, didn't you? 


SHIROTSUGH 


Yep, I borrowed it. Night breeze felt really good. 


MATTI 


Well, if you use it, you could at least put some gas 
back in. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Walking in front of the screen) Honestly, you 
worry about such little things. We are the proud 
officers of the Space Force. Trifles he worries about! 


Shiro moves off screen. 
SHIROTSUGH 


We're doing big, important stuff here! 
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The others watch him leave the room. 


MATTI 


I think the guy's finally cracked. 


KHAROCK 


Yah... 


Another rocket explodes. 


KHAROCK 


ZWAHH! 


Scene 13: Space Force Auditorium 


The men are gathered in the hall for a speech by the General. All, 
with the exception of Shiro and the General (who wear dress uniforms), are 
in fatigues and half-asleep. The room itself looks stiflingly hot. 


GENERAL 


Gentlemen, you are the proud members of the 
Space Force! Khi Lei Kerass's book, "The Impossibility 
of Galactic Travel" was first published 30 years ago- 20 
years before the creation of our unit. The near past! 
It would be impossible to list all the things that became 
possible in those 20 years. 
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INSERT:  Darigan walking outside the building.  Shiro's POV 


talking to him. 


DARIGAN 


It was really just a drain dish off of some flower pot- 
Our first satellite. 
They just didn't have anything else handy, I guess. 


GENERAL 


Since the five failed launch attempts of the Ghida 
satellite last year, the scope of the program has been 
drastically reduced. There are several voices in the 
House of Nobles which call for our abolition. We have 
already lost half our year's budget. 


The Trainer, standing at the General's side, yawns loudly. 
INSERT: Majaho, doing his laundry. Shiro's POV. 


MAJAHO 
I heard we lost our facilities AND our 
appropriation. Nothing we can do about it. We might 
as well start looking for new jobs. Bah! 
GENERAL 
However...however, gentlemen. Now is the time to 


show them all; to show them we possess the means to 
allow mankind to set sail into the vastness of space! 
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while 


As Shiro listens, he begins nodding to himself. 
Nekkerout notices this and looks at him strangely. 
INSERT: Domorhot and Kharock, in the barracks. 


DOMORHOT 


I don't see how you can call it a space WAR-ship if 
it only carries people. 


KHAROCK 


That's what the General's calling it. 


GENERAL 


Space is vast! It is out there that our future lies! 
A peaceful world we must give to our posterity. 


Shiro seems to be practically bursting with some great decision. 
INSERT:  Nekkerout in the barracks, putting his pants on. 


NEKKEROUT 


Is that possible? 
How do you launch off something that heavy? 


INSERT:  Yanalan, pulling an entire ice cream bar out of his huge 
mouth. 
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YANALAN 


It's impossible. 
INSERT: Tchalli and his cat, on his bed in front of a fan. 


TCHALLICHAMMI 
Well, if we don't want to spoil the place, we 
shouldn't fly out there at all. 
GENERAL 
I have just put in motion the human race's first 


manned space program. 


INSERT: Matti, working on his motorcycle. 
He breathes on the fender and polishes it. 


MATTI 


We all gotta die sometime. 


GENERAL 


Yes, there have been martyrs to our cause. 
However, we must carry on past that sorrow; carry on 
towards the future. I am here today to ask for a 
volunteer to be our first space pilot. No one's forcing 
anyone. Is there not one brave man among you who 
will challenge the world of the stars?! 
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Silence...Dead silence...LONG dead silence. 
The General's face falls in disappointment. 
Suddenly, Shirotsugh leaps to his feet. 


SHIROTSUGH 


I volunteer, SIR! 


Every head in the room swivels at once towards him. Matti, who has 
been leaning back on his chair in front of Shiro, snaps his head back to 
stare at his friend. He shocked to incoherency. 


MATTI 


Yeeee------ ! H-hey! 


NEKKEROUT 


What the HELL's the matter with you? 


As the ruckus builds, the Trainer throws a chair at the crowd to 
restore order. The General looks as though he would like to speak, but 


cant remember Shiro's name. 
GENERAL 


Uh, ahhh...you are? 
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SHIROTSUGH 


Shirotsugh, sir! Shirotsugh Lhadatt, sir! 


GENERAL 


Ah yes, I remember now. Ahh... anybody else? 


Silence 


GENERAL 


(Nodding) MmHmm. Very well then. I'm pleased 
you've volunteered. Come to the conference room 


later on. 


He gets up and looks around. 


GENERAL 


Anybody...? (Turns to leave) Never mind. 


TRAINER 


Dismissed! 


As the commanders leave, the others all crowd around Shiro, who 
seems amused by all their fuss. Matti leans over to Shiro, bracing himself 


on a chair which immediately gives way, spilling him on the floor. 
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MATTI 


What did you do that for?! 


He jumps up and grabs Shiro by his jacket. 


MAJAHO 


Can you believe this guy? 


DOMORHOT 


Don't get involved! 


They move out into the hallway, Shiro in lead. 


MATTI 


Don't do this, please! You're making me cry, here. 


NEKKEROUT 


You're gonna die, man! You're gonna die for sure! 


MATTI 


(Arm around Shiro's shoulders, pleading) 
Now think about it. When we joined, how many 
guys reupped for a second year? Just you and me, 
right? 
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Shiro stops and looks Matti straight in the face. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Matti, we're being asked to give our lives for science. 
History will vindicate us! 
Shouldn't we give such a noble job our best? 


They all groan; there'll be no talking him out of this. 


Scene 14: Training Montage 
Shiro is being put through all sorts of odd tests: breathing endurance, 
coordination, etc. The Trainer works him hard, as do his tutors and other 


trainers. He has thrown himself wholeheartedly into into his work. Sadly, 
he doesn't seem to be doing that well. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(While jumping off a 7 story tower for one test) Wahhhh! 


Scene 15: The General's office 


The office is cluttered, with a large hand-drawn diagram of a satellite 
orbit hanging in front of his desk. A radio plays in the background. The 
General sits at his desk, occupied with notes. Shiro is standing at attention 
in front of him. 
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GENERAL 
To be quite frank, I really wasn't expecting too 


much from you at first, but you are doing much 
better than I thought you would. 


Shiro grins broadly. 


GENERAL 
(Looking up at him) 


That's not to say you've been doing well. 


The smile crashes like a load of bricks. 


GENERAL 


(Getting up) Yes, well..It should be all right. If 
things keep going the way they are, the project should 
really start moving in earnest. I'll be leaving for the 
capital soon; I believe now's the time to make my move. 
I'll be pretty busy, but we'll finally have our space 
warship. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Oh? It'll have guns on it? 
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GENERAL 
It'll be able to have stuff like that. The thing is, it'll 
be full of all sorts of clever gadgets to keep you alive. 
And we may have to get rid of a few of those as well... 
Ahh, what else was I going to tell you? Oh, I've 
forgotten what I was going to say! Dismissed! 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Turning away) Dismissing, sir... 


GENERAL 
Ah, wait! Waitwaitwait! I just remembered. Oh 
what was it? Ah! That's it! (Whirls toward Shiro and 
points at him) You've gotta fly! 


SHIROTSUGH 


Wha-? 


GENERAL 


Gravity training in an airplane. 
You've never flown before, have you? 


SHIROTSUGH 


Where do I get an airplane? 


GENERAL 


Borrow one. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Borrow one from where? 


GENERAL 


Nitwit, from the Air Force usually. 


Scene 16:  Airbase 


Its a rainy day as Shiro, Matti, Yanalan, Kharock, and Majaho (all on 
Matti's car, of course) pull onto the Royal air base. Thunder rumbles in the 
distance; the shy threatens rain. They all admire the sleek prop-fan 
fighter Shiro's to fly in until Shiro and the pilot come on the scene. Shiro’'s 
flight suit is way too small, and he's in a lot of obvious discomfort. The 


other guys, however, are amused. 


MATTI 


Ooh, check out the fancy suit. 


SHIROTSUGH 


This thing's so tight, my legs hurt! 


They all gather round him to see the equipment. 
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. MATTI 


Hmm, this is the parachute, huh? 


YANALAN 


What's this thing do? 


SHIROTSUGH 


Hey, quit messing with it! 


Yanalan tugs a small ring off Shiro's collar. 


YANALAN 


Oops, came off. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(As his suit's life vest inflates) Now hold on here...! 


PILOT 


(On his plane) Hey! HEY!! 


SHIROTSUGH 


(embarrassed) Yeah, yeah. 
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Shiro clambers up the side of the plane and starts climbing into the 
rear cockpit. 


PILOT 


Not there. Front! 


SHIROTSUGH 


Oh. (Laughs) Of course. 


The plane's twin rear-mount props roar to life. The plane taxis down 
to the runway. 


ATC VOICE 


Greto 32, you are clear for takeoff. 
Repeat, you are clear for takeoff! 


The pilot pulls a cord to tighten his mask to his helmet. Shiro, who 
hasn't figured this out yet, tries to put his mask on, but it keeps slipping 
down off his face. When the plane moves forward to take off, the 
acceleration presses him back into his seat. As the first drops of rain begin 
to fall, the plane takes off and heads for the clouds. 


Scene 17: The Plane 


The shock of clear sky above the dim clouds dazzles Shiro. The pilot 
begins putting the plane through all sorts of barrel rolls, stall dives and 
other aerobatics, all of which throw the unaccustomed  Shirotsugh around 
the cockpit. But, make no mistake about it, he's loving every minute of it. 
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Scene 18: The Hanger 


The other Space Force members wait in the hanger for Shiro's return. 
Rain is heard falling outside. 
Suddenly, the sound of an engine is heard. Matti looks up. 


MATTI 


They're back. 


The plane lands smoothly. The guys enter the base officers’ club, 
with Shiro looking ill. The club is filled with airmen, who drink and play 
an odd game which resembles croquet, only it involves hitting balls against 
metal poles hanging from the ceiling. 


MAJAHO 


You okay? 


MATTI 


You don't look so hot. 


SHIROTSUGH 


I think I'm gonna throw up. 


This scene causes no end of amusement for some airmen across the 
room from them. 
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AIRMAN A 


Heh, what's wrong? One of 'em eat something bad? 


AIRMAN B 


And after they came so far to play, too. 


Matti hears this and starts over towards them. Kharock follows, 
albeit a bit nervously. 


KHAROCK 


Hey, wait. Matti! 


Matti reaches the airmens' table and stares literally nose to nose at 
Airman B. 


MATTI 


Hey...Did you say "play"? 


AIRMAN B 


What about it? 


Kharock grabs a lamp off the table just as Matti reaches for it. He 


grabs empty air for a few seconds before forming a fist and bringing it 
down on the table. 
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MATTI 


Its work! 


AIRMAN B 
(Heh-heh) 
So, is there anyone up in space for you guys to fight? 


Kharock moves a chair out of Matti's reach. 


AIRMAN B 


Well, you be sure to tell us if you find any space 
guys out there... so I can shoot 'em down! 


Kharock grabs Matti's arm as he prepares to slug the airman. 
Another one at the next table speaks up. 


AIRMAN C 


Hey, hey. Let's have a little respect here. 
That pile of shit stacked in front of you happens to 
be a commander and a major, you know. 


AIRMAN B 


(The height of sarcasm) OH? So you guys are 
soldiers? Oh, how terribly rude of me. I thought they 
were just a bunch of kids who're here to play with all 
our neat toys... 
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Airman B is rudely interupted by a large table lamp being rammed 
into his face. He falls over. Matti turns to look at Kharock, who is idly 
staring at the now broken lamp he's just used. The other airmen get up as 
the Space Forcers close ranks for a brawl. 


AIRMEN 


Why you little... 


Most do well. Matti holds his own, Yanalan is powerful enough to 
take on several at once. Kharock, however, is getting his face methodically 
smashed against the wall by an airman. The air is filled with the sounds of 
breaking glass, falling bodies, and the CLANG of the metal poles as they are 
knocked about by everyone. 

Through this whole affair, Shiro staggers to the sidelines and 
collapses on a bench. 


SHIROTSUGH 
Oh, ooh. Guys, I really can't... 
I really don't think I can handle this... 


A bottle shatters on the wall next him as an airman picks him up. 


SHIROTSUGH 


W-wait... Wait...wait...wait...please. 


The airman prepares to let him have it. 


91 


SHIROTSUGH 


I don't think I can...Mmpf!! 


Shiro's cheeks puff up as bile fills his mouth. The hapless airman, 
with a look of genuine fear on his face, realizes what's about to happen... 

The brawl comes to an abrubt end, all stopping to stare. All that can 
be heard are the clangs of swinging poles and the sound of Shiro vomiting 
over the airman. ! 


Scene 19: Auto Factory 


There are scrap heaps everywhere. Behind the main factory, Shiro, 
Matti, and Darigan ride a small diesal engine out to a large building tucked 
in amid the scrap.  Matti's face is covered with bandages. 


DARIGAN 


Bad mood, eh Matti? 
Matti doesn't answer him 


DARIGAN 
The whole town's talking about it. 
I heard you took on a sergeant. 


Also heard you got your ass royally kicked. 


They jump off the slow engine as they arrive at the building. 


DARIGAN . 


If you have to fight anyone, you should just stick 
to officers from now on. 
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